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Bill #:                      SB0315             Title:   Feasibility study to assess conditions affecting 

rail freight competition in MT 
   
Primary Sponsor:  Schmidt, T Status: Third Reading   

  
__________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Sponsor signature  Date Chuck Swysgood, Budget Director  Date  
    

Fiscal Summary   
 FY 2004 FY 2005 
 Difference Difference 
Expenditures:   
   Federal Funds and/or Private Funds $150,000 $0 
   
Revenue:   
   Federal Funds and/or Private Funds $150,000 $0 
   
Net Impact on General Fund Balance: $0 $0 

 

      Significant Local Gov. Impact       Technical Concerns 

      Included in the Executive Budget       Significant Long-Term Impacts 

      Dedicated Revenue Form Attached       Needs to be included in HB 2 

 
Fiscal Analysis 
 
ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The Governor’s Office of Economic Development will conduct a study and present a report to the 59th 

Legislature concerning the status of rail freight competition and its impacts on economic development in 
Montana.        

2. The Governor’s Office has no staff expertise in this area and would therefore have to hire a contractor to 
conduct the study.  The Office of Economic Development would supervise all work conducted under the 
contract.     

3. Based on studies of similar magnitude conducted by the Department of Transportation, the contract would 
likely cost between $125,000 and $175,000. 

4. The bill states that the Office of Economic Development shall pursue other funding sources, and if the 
funding that may be found is insufficient, the requirements for the study are void. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
 FY 2004 FY 2005  
                     Difference Difference 
Governor’s Office 
Expenditures: 
Operating Expenses $150,000 $0  
 
Funding of Expenditures: 
Federal Funds and/or Private Funds $150,000 $0 
 
Revenues: 
Federal Funds and/or Private Funds $150,000 $0 
 
Net Impact to Fund Balance (Revenue minus Funding of Expenditures): 
Federal Funds and/or Private Funds  $0 $0 
 
 


